
  On April 20, 1999, complete chaos 
broke out at Columbine High School 
in Littleton, Colorado.  Eric Harris and 
Dylan Klebold, students of Colum-
bine High School, went on a shooting 
rampage and killed 12 students and 1 
teacher. They then committed suicide 
in the library of the school.  The first of 
the 13 victims Eric and Dylan killed that 
tragic day, was Rachel Scott.  
    Rachel Scott knew from a young age 
that she was going to change millions 
of peoples’ lives. On the back of her 
dresser, she traced her hands and wrote, 
“These hands belong to Rachel Joy 
Scott and will someday touch millions 
of peoples’ hearts.” Through Rachel’s 
Challenge, Rachel’s dreams are fulfilled. 

    Darrell Scott, Rachel’s father, created 
Rachel’s Challenge to spread her words 
of kindness and compassion. Six months 
before her death, Rachel wrote a paper for 
school about her ethics. She had a theory: 
if one person could go out of his or her way 
to show compassion, that person would 
start a chain reaction. 
    Rachel’s Challenge aims to create a safe 
learning environment for all students by 
providing proactive solutions to violence 
and bullying, as well as instilling cultural 
awareness and emotional encouragement 
into classroom curricula. Rachel’s Chal-
lenge also improves academic achievement 
by engaging students’ hearts, heads, and 
hands in the learning process, while train-
ing adults to inspire, equip, and empower 
students to affect permanent, positive 
change.  

     Rachel’s Challenge exists not only 
for schools but also for the workplace. 
Businesses participating in Rachel’s 
Challenge strive to create environments 
of kindness and compassion by equip-
ping workers with the ability to make a 
difference in their working environment. 
Many will empower their workers with 
Rachel’s story and encourage them to 
start a chain reaction of positive interac-
tion. Corporations use Rachel’s Challenge 
as an uplifting tool to improve companies’ 
bottom-line results. 
    Rachel’s Challenge has reached out 
to thousands of primary and secondary 
schools. The program has been presented 
to audiences in multiple stadiums, as well 
as large venue events in 50 states and six 
countries. Seven documented incidents of 
preventing school shootings and violence, 
as well as averting hundreds of suicides, 
vividly display the inspiring message 
Rachel’s Challenge delivers. 

Rachel’s Challenge 
     By: Kate Gulotta

Cont. on page 2 (Challenge)

     Every year, more than 36,000 Ameri-
cans commit suicide. In fact, an estimated 
five suicide attempts are made every five 
minutes. The topic of suicide stirs up a 
flurry of emotion in people, and also raises 
many questions. What factors contribute to 
suicide? Who is trying to understand and 
prevent it? And most importantly, what can 
society do to help?
     Common misconceptions lead people 
to believe that suicide attempts only oc-
cur as a response to unfortunate conditions 
or traumatizing life events. However, the 
contributing factors are multifaceted, and 
vastly different for each individual. Individu-
als commit suicide for a variety of reasons, 
ranging from cultural pressure to personal 
circumstances. Most consider the topic of 
suicide taboo because of its dark complex 
nature, and avoid the subject until they, or 
someone they love, are personally affected. 

     The American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention (AFSP) has been studying the 
causes of suicide and the impact on soci-
ety since1987. The organization currently 
generates the most success of all national 
nonprofits of its kind. AFSP has a mis-
sion to “understand and prevent suicide 
through research, education, and advoca-
cy, and to reach out to people with mental 
disorders and those impacted by suicide.”
     Many people are unfamiliar with 
suicide and the factors that cause it. The 
research funded by AFSP provides es-
sential details to a modern understanding 
of suicide and enables suicide prevention. 
AFSP’s suicide prevention projects and 
close-knit community have all helped 
lead families of suicide victims and other 
concerned, proactive, individuals “out of 
the dark.”

     Every fall, the AFSP holds vari-
ous 3-5 mile “Out of the Darkness” 
community walks all over the nation. 
The walk works similar to other charity 
events of its kind, in which partici-
pants register (ahead of time or even 
in person that day), get sponsored, and 
network with thousands of other people 
for a worthy cause. By participating in 
the walk, each individual helps raise 
money and awareness for important 
functions of AFSP and its mission. The 
money raised is used for new research 
studies, grassroots volunteer recruit-
ment programs, survivor outreach 
programs, and interactive screen-
ing programs to detect depression in 
people. They have even created new 
educational films on adolescent depres-
sion and the importance of getting 
help, which the foundation distributes 
to high schools nationwide.

Out of the Darkness
By: Gina Lerman
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     After seeing the presentation, schools 
often form chains of kindness, hang post-
ers promoting kindness, and start Friends 
of Rachel (FOR) clubs.  One school 
went as far as posting lists of students 
and teachers who performed acts of 
kindness, and updated them daily. Other 
schools formed committees of students to 
welcome new pupils. These committees 
helped students make friends and learn 
about their new surroundings. 
     Thanks to Rachel’s dream, a horrible 
tragedy has impacted many lives in a 
positive way. By participating in acts of 
kindness, people become the antidote to 
senseless tragedies, such as Columbine. 
One simple act of kindness can affect 
someone in a positive way and change 
their lives forever.  
   “Compassion is the greatest form of 
love humans have to offer.” 
    “How many of us have enough trust, 
strength, and faith to believe that we 
could  do the impossible?”
  -Rachel Scott
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     This program has proven results. Here 
are just a few moving stories about how 
Rachel’s Challenge changes lives:
   "Attendance is up, disciplinary referrals 
are down, and the students feel a sense of 
community. Students speak out against 
bullying and intimidation and inform the 
administration of other inappropriate be-
havior. We unconditionally recommend 
Rachel's Challenge as a must see for high 
school and middle school students." 
      – T. Thompson, Principal, Southport 
High School
  

 "A student came up to me after the 
presentation and told me that he was 
new at that school. He came from 
California, and was brought there be-
cause he had been in and out of jail in 
California. He was involved in a gang 
back home. He said that he was very 
bitter at coming to this new school, 
but he said that he thinks that he was 
brought here just so that he could 
see Rachel’s Challenge. He said that 
some of his friends back in California 
had died due to gang violence, and 
as a result, he was very bitter that he 
had left. But after hearing Rachel’s 
Challenge, he realized that it was, in 
fact, a blessing that he wasn't there, 
because he could have died with them. 
He went on to explain to me that he is 
going to walk away from the gang life 
and choose positive influences for his 
life - because he realizes that it could 
end up killing him." 
      - L.T., South Albany High School

Challege (from page 1)

     The first amendment of the United States Constitution entitles all citizens of America to freedom 
of speech. When the government or any powerful authority strips its people of this right, the avail-
ability of information in a free society becomes limited. 
     Every year, the American Library Association (ALA) receives hundreds of reports in support of 
banning or challenging books. Book challengers present a variety of reasons for book banning such 
as the presence of foul language, violence, alcoholism, as well as other potential negative influences 
for students in the classroom. According to the Bill of Rights, the first amendment to the Constitution 
states, “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peace-
ably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” Therefore, refusing to 
release the content in banned books treads upon Americans’ constitutional rights.
     Attempts to censor literature also withhold Americans’ societal influences, which have shaped and 
benefited today’s culture. Imagine how different the world would be without the famous Harry Potter 
book series, which affects the media worldwide, and has influenced other literary works. This multi-
million dollar franchise is one of the most frequently challenged book series! 
     To keep all books on the shelf, promote the constitutional rights of Americans, and inform the 
world of censorship’s negative effects, the ALA, amongst other organizations, sponsor a national 
Banned Books Week (BBW) from September 24th through October 1st. Anyone can join in the celebration, whether in the com-
munity or online. Libraries and bookstores nationwide read and display banned and challenged books. On YouTube, people create 
videos of read-outs of controversial lines of their favorite banned book and submit them.  EBay also contributes by hosting a char-
ity book auction in support of banned children's books. 
     At LVPA, students have identified banned books through classroom work. In recognition of BBW, English teachers, Ms. Pratt 
and Mrs. Fowler, assigned their students with researching banned books and creating posters to inform and motivate fellow class-
mates to read and understand banned literature. If you want to learn more, all you need to do is look! Posters about various banned 
and challenged books cover the English rooms as well as the outside hallway. 
     The moral of the story: America’s hero “free press” faces the villain “censorship,” but can only defeat him with your help! If 
you want to support “FREADOM,” then check out a banned book at your local library.

FREADOM
   By: Sarah V. Grapek 
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     A local “Out of the Darkness” walk 
was held in Allentown, Pennsylvania 
on October 9th at the Lehigh Park-
way. Although the event has passed, 
the organization will gladly accept 
donations until December 31, 2011. 
Contact Andy Loiacano with any 
questions at 610-841-6745, or by e-
mail at acloiacano@msn.com.
     By taking a beautiful walk with 
other powerful, compassionate people, 
you can do your part to educate your-
self about suicide and help save lives. 
The AFSP strongly encourages and 
appreciates participation in the “Out 
of the Darkness” walk, but the walk 
only launches the first step in an even 
longer march towards suicide preven-
tion. Beyond supporting the efforts of 
the AFSP, you can help the cause by 
creating an open dialogue about sui-
cide and depression with your peers. 
Building a community where people 
feel safe enough to talk about their 
problems depends upon kindness and 
empathy from you and your fellow 
students. Take the walk, but above all, 
open your eyes and look out for other 
people, because even the smallest act 
of kind behavior might save a life.
 
    *If you are struggling with depres-
sion and are interested in AFSP’s 
community and programs, or you 
would like to learn more about the 
AFSP, go to afsp.org.

Darkness (from page 1)

     “People will never know how far a 
little kindness can go,” wrote Rachel 
Joy Scott in her essay expressing her 
ethics, first to her high school Eng-
lish teacher, and then to the world. 
Rachel’s Challenge School Program 
presented a slideshow, which tugged 
on the heartstrings of LVPA students 
in the pews at First Presbyterian 
Church, in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 
A call to kindness filled the listeners’ 
ears, but kindness is not a newfangled 
phenomenon at LVPA. Students wit-
ness and experience the distance a 
little kindness can travel on a daily 
basis, through the caring hearts of 
their peers, teachers, school staff and 
administration. 
   
     Now, students will go the distance 
not only to spread kindness in their 
school, but also in their community. 
The chain reaction begins on Thurs-
day, November 10th at LVPA, where 
the students, staff, and faculty will participate in a walk from LVPA to the Steel-
Stacks Art Center in South Bethlehem.  Upon arrival, performers from LVPA will 
present works of art expressing the difference LVPA has made in their lives.   
 
    Lexie Brown, chair of the “walk” committee and administrative liaison of the 
Student Council, explains the motivation behind creating the movement: “The walk 
is mainly about raising money and awareness about LVPA while also promoting the 
sense of community [we share] as we all walk together for a common cause.” 
 
    The school has implemented a variety of fundraising methods in an effort to 
reach their ultimate goal of $100,000, which developmental director, Ms. Non-
nemacher has set. One of these approaches, the S.O.S. T-shirt, features a prominent 
message to “Support Our School” and provides space for local businesses to pur-
chase advertisements.  Student Council is working to provide each student with a T-
shirt prior to the walk at the end of the month.  In addition, families, organizations, 
and political figures will receive handwritten letters from LVPA students, sharing 
their personal stories about the difference LVPA has made in their lives.  Accompa-
nying each letter is a pledge card for willing sponsors to donate funds for the kind-
ness walk. Lexie Brown states, “Ideally, we [the Student Council] would like each 
student to try to raise/donate $100. However, since not everyone can afford that, we 
would be happy with a donation of even $5 or $10.”
  
   Supporting LVPA quintessentially supports the artistic direction in which the 
student’s hearts and minds yearn to travel. The love of the arts provides enough 
motivation for many to donate funds to the cause, and keep the LVPA doors open 
for future generations of students. 
 
    How can you help the cause right now? Spread the word! Send your family and 
friends to www.lvpa.org and lead them to the “Donate Now” page, which includes 
a place to donate electronically for the kindness walk. To the students at LVPA, lace 
up your sneakers (if you can find them) and dress warmly for November 10th! See 
you there!

Going the Distance
     By: Aly Wolf



Music: Neighborhoods
Artist: Blink 182
     When Blink 182 comes to 
mind, first thoughts imme-
diately provokes the widest 
of smiles – who could forget 
the lyrics from their first full 
length CD, which are too 
hilariously cruel to print in a 
high school newspaper. From 
then on, Blink’s CDs became 
known for being compila-
tions consisting of catchy punk beats, paired with lyrics rang-
ing from humorous to deeply heartfelt and meaningful. Eight 
years after their last album, their new record, Neighbor-
hoods, was released.  The band delivers maturity, but deeply 
lacks in the spirit of usual Blink 182 music. Unfortunately, 
the band has settled with 14 tracks, which blend together into 
one long, repetitive song. The beats still deliver, but lyrics 
become extremely trite and cliché. In the song “Wishing 
Well,” singer, Tom Delonge, croons about going to a wishing 
well and reaching for a shooting star. The usual catchy vo-
cal melodies, which color every Blink 182 song, ultimately 
make tacky lyrics suffer, but boost the overall appeal of the 
sound otherwise.  Despite the faults, Neighborhoods does 
not consist of bad music; it would make a terrific Angels and 
Airwaves CD, with its alt-pop sound. Nevertheless, as far 
as the high spirit rebellion of classic Blink 182 music goes, 
Neighborhoods falls short. Standout tracks include “Na-
tives,” “Ghost on the Dance Floor,” and “Mh 4.18.2011.”

Movie: The Help
     Following the story of 
African American maids 
in the early 60’s, The 
Help moves moviegoers 
of all ages to laughter and 
tears (save for the young-
est generation, due to a 
PG-13 rating colored by 
some language and heavy 
thematic material). Non-
historians and non-movie-
goers alike will delight in 
136 minutes of complete 
emotional captivation. 
The movie, an onscreen 
adaptation of Kathryn 
Stockett’s bestseller, tackles extremely poignant issues 
of the time period, including racism, civil rights, domes-
tic violence, and miscarriage. The brilliance, however, 
shines through the balance between dark solemn themes 
and bright sunshiny hues, with the perfect dash of South-
ern charm thrown into the mix. The film takes place in 
an entirely pastel colored town, speckled with women 
sporting flowery dresses and hairspray-heavy styles. 
The scenery and costumes contrast perfectly with the 
hidden absurdities in the lives of The Help. The stories 
of the two main maids, Aibileen and Minny, stir gasps 
and wide-eyed reactions from an empathetic audience. 
Likewise, the distasteful behaviors of the housewives for 
whom they work, raise eyebrows and whisk up genuine 
anger. Ultimately, viewers looking for a tearjerker with 
an uplifting message will love The Help.

Reviews 
   By: Aly Wolf 

     Dressing up on Halloween has been a tradition for many years. Children, teenagers, and adults often celebrate the holiday 
through costume contests and parties, either in school, in the community, or with groups of friends. Even babies and dogs dress 
up on Halloween!  
     Halloween, once a holiday for Wiccans as a spiritual awakening for the dead, has become a widespread American festival of 
popular culture. Pop-culture resonates in the trendiest, wildest costumes, which resemble movie characters, Disney icons, famous 
musicians, as well as various cartoons and celebrities. Ultimately, people who dress up on Halloween strive to stand out in a 
crowd in order to please friends, strangers, or even rivals. 
     Each year, retail stores make more and more money from costume sales on Halloween, not only because the retailers stock 
more merchandise, but also because people often like to dress up in different, wilder, and more expensive costumes. This year, 
some of the many new costumes in stock include “Lady Gaga,” “Alvin” from Alvin and the Chipmunks, “Snooki,” “Katy Perry,” 
and “Transformers 3- Optimus Prime Costume.” Furthermore, some older characters, which the media has brought back to atten-
tion, stand out in the market. For instance, although costumes such as “Rapunzel,” “Batman,” and the “Smurfs,” have been avail-
able in stores for years, this year’s movies Tangled, The Smurfs in 3D, and the upcoming Batman film have already increased the 
number of costumes people have begun to buy this season. The classic standard female costumes, such as “flapper girl,” “hippy 
girl,” “nurse,” and “pirate,” continue to flood shelves and catalogues. However, many have upgraded to fit a higher grade of sex 
appeal. All of the new costumes in stock for women at “Costume Supercenter” contain the word “sexy” in their descriptions 
online. Perhaps the trend also stems from pop culture and the growing pressure from movies and television shows such as Sex 
and the City, Bad Teacher, and The House Bunny for women to retain an alluring hard-to-get feminine appearance, especially on 
Halloween since costumes embody popular fashions and images from the screen. Nevertheless, whether one intends on going to 
a party, a neighborhood trick-or-treat, or a festival, Halloween maintains its status as a competition for the “best” costume.
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Fashion
By: Lana Bruker



     In June of 2011, former Visual 
Art Major, Jessica Bastidas gradu-
ated from LVPA. She left Penn-
sylvania for MICA, the Maryland 
Institute College of Art. At MICA, 
Jessica is pursuing her dreams of 
becoming a freelance writer/illus-
trator through her dual enrollment 
double major: an English major 
at Johns Hopkins and Illustration 
major at MICA.

     Before leaving for college, Jessi-
ca made a huge impact on the small 
city of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, as 
well as LVPA. Bastidas won many awards, including numerous gold and silver keys in the 
Scholastic Art and Writing Awards, as well as the National Visionary Artist award for her 
mixed media work entitled, “The Draft.” Many members of the LVPA community commis-
sioned her for her works of art. Some of her art can be seen on display in LVPA, while others 
hang proudly in the homes of her patrons.

     LVPA helped prepare Bastidas for college, her artistic future, and life. She was active in 
Art Alliance and National Honors Society. Through Art Alliance, students learn all aspects of 
organizing shows, from the planning stages to opening night. This student run organization 
also raises money for the Visual Art Department and maintains the budget for the year. Both 
clubs taught leadership and the necessary skills to make connections and lasting relation-
ships. 

     Bastidas believes if it were not for the classical artistic training she received at school, 
coupled with the help and support of her artistic teachers at LVPA, she would not be where 
she is today. She stated, “One thing you learn here, you learn to have the confidence to go up 
to a complete stranger and be able to show them your work and everything you’ve accom-
plished and see their reaction and how impressed they become. No matter where I go I won’t 

forget that LVPA was the place I 
learned that.”

     Terra Café, on New Street in 
Bethlehem, is a hotspot for local 
artists and musicians.  Bastidas, a 
regular at their open mic nights, 
landed her first show in Terra’s 
professional gallery, located on 
Northampton Street in Easton. 
The show opened earlier this 
month, and her art will be exhib-
ited until October 31, 2011. 

     Bastidas does not see art 
as just a hobby. It is her life, 
something she lives and breathes. 

Without belief in oneself, Bastidas would not be where she is today. Hard work and dedica-
tion always pay off, and extraordinary things can happen. Jessica Bastidas is just one of the 
many examples of artists from the community who persevered and are living their dream.   

Local Artist:“Making a Difference From Miles Away”
By: Jackie Bastidas
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Robbed or not?
     On September 5th, 2011, 
a man in a Gumby costume 
strolled into a convenience 
store in San Diego, claim-
ing to have a gun. Although 
Gumby was apparently 
armed and dangerous, he 
couldn't seem to retrieve the 
weapon. The clerk, think-
ing the stick-up was a joke, 
decided not to file a report 
to the authorities. Later, 
the incident was reported 
by the boss of the conve-
nience store. As of Tuesday, 
September 13th, 2011, the 
Gumby robber, Jordan Kiss, 
turned himself in. I guess 
Gumby couldn't afford to 
pay for Pokey's food any-
more. Are all of our beloved 
characters going to have to 
resort to robbing in this hor-
rible economy?

Winning and Dying

An unfortunate Ukrainian 
man died at the ripe age of 77 
years old, Ivan Mendel. The 
very event that killed him 
was held on September 17, 
2011in the Ukrainian town 
of Tokmak; the contest was 
a dumpling eating contest. 
“The old man got sick and  
fell to the ground,” an un-
named witness to this horrid 
event told Interfax news 
agency. “The ambulance 
arrived when he was already 
dead. The doctor said he 
probably choked on vomit.” 
Poor Ivan Mendel won the 
fabulous prize of a one-liter 
jar of sour cream. A fair prize 
for dying, I think not.

Fact or Fake?
By: KalinaMellman
     Can you tell which 
story is fact.....or fake?



6



7



      JERRY JURIS: Janitor 
What is your favorite part about working at LVPA? Why?
     Interacting with the students and teachers.
If you were a student at the school, which major(s) would you most likely be in? 
     Music.
What is a hobby of yours, unrelated to your job at LVPA? Could it be something that is surprising for others to hear about?
     Computers and playing the piano.
What brought you to work at this school? What led you into your profession?
     I spent over 30 years in the grocery business, 18 years of that was on night shift.I just wanted to do something different,      
         and I found this job, and it is the best job I ever had. I love working at this school.
When you were a young child, what did you want to be when you "grew up"?
     Taller. 

Teacher Feature
By: Tabitha Arnold

Favorite:
   Book
The Bible

 
      

      Quote
Matthew 7:12: “So then, whatever you desire that others would do to and for you, even so do also to 
and for them, for this is(sums up) the Law and the Prophets.”
    Subject in school
Math

   Type of music
Old Hymns
Contemporary Christian Music
Old Time Rock and Roll
The Blues

   TV show
 Pawn Stars
Storage Wars
American Pickers
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     IRIS BUTLER: English Teacher
  What is your favorite part about working at LVPA? Why?
     I would have to say my favorite part of working at LVPA is having students that love where they are and care about doing 
well in their classes and in life.  I worked in a school where most of my students slept, weren't graduating, didn't care, or put 
absolutely no effort into anything.  It made me feel defeated and discouraged every day.  You all make me feel happy and let 
me know that all my hard work is worth it! I love my job, and it makes me love my life (even if I am working all weekend 
;-p ).  Thank you!
  If you were a student at the school, which major(s) would you most likely be in?
     I wanted to be a figure skater growing up, but I would have to say that I would be a theater major!   
 What is a hobby of yours, unrelated to your job at LVPA? Could it be something that is surprising for others to hear about?
     I love traveling and people watching- I get so involved and engrossed in exploring when I travel that I frequently forget to 
eat!  On a daily basis, I'm a bit of an exercise junky. I run daily, ride my road bike, swim, hike, camp, practice yoga, downhill 
ski, ice skate: just about anything.  I also bake and cook frequently.  
 What brought you to work at this school? What led you into your profession?
     I moved to the Lehigh Valley about 2 months ago from Philadelphia and saw that there was a long-term substitute 
position open and applied.  It was actually the first job in the area that I applied to.  I really just lucked out that the school, 
students, etc were so fantastic!  
     I worked in a cubicle for an online education company for over a year doing research, writing grant applications, head-
ing up motivational programs for the students and slowly gaining 15lbs while I got my masters degree in education from the 
University of Pittsburgh.  I realized that I couldn't work in a box anymore and decided to become a teacher.  That was just 
over a year ago and now I'm at LVPA.  
 When you were a young child, what did you want to be when you "grew up"?
     I wanted to be a marine biologist.  Then I realized that I was terrified of deep, open water....  I knew I wanted to do 
something in the liberal arts (literatures and languages), but I didn't know what I "wanted to be when I grew up" until about 2 
years ago.  

Cont. on page 9

  Musical Artist
Keith Green
DC Talk

Food
Anything. My wife can't believe how 
much I eat and how skinny I am.
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   Book
Atlas Shrugged
Jane Eyre
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close
The Shadow of the Wind 
 

   Food
Salads! 
Raspberries 
Pizza
 

   Quote
"There are some things you learn best in calm, and some in storm." Willa Cather 

   Subject in school
Literature
History

Cont. on page 9

   Type of music
Indie Rock
Smooth Jazz 
 

   Musical artist
Death Cab for Cutie
Jets to Brazil
Sade
Umbrellas
Madeleine Peyroux
 

Teacher Feature (from page 8)

  TV show
King of the Hill
American Dad
Archer
Bones 

IRIS BUTLER: English Teacher

ANDREW BAUER: Director of Instrumental Music 
 What is your favorite part about working at LVPA? Why? 
    Working with great kids and great colleagues in the Music Department. 
  If you were a student at the school, which major(s) would you most likely be in? 
     Instrumental music or Visual Art
  What is a hobby of yours, unrelated to your job at LVPA? Could it be something that is surprising for others 
to hear about? 
     Golf and fishing (although I don't often get the time to do either very often)
  What brought you to work at this school? What led you into your profession?
     Honestly, the need for a job.  But, I did choose LVPA over a normal public school job for the challenge of 
working at a Charter School and developing my own Band / Orchestra program.  Music was more of a chal-
lenge and passion for me than anything else that I was doing in school so it was the logical choice.  I'm not 
sure what else I'd be doing.  It sort of picked me instead of me picking it, if that makes sense.
  When you were a young child, what did you want to be when you "grew up"?
     That's a good question.....probably a Doctor.

Favorite:
   Book
Tuesdays with Morrie
 
   TV show
Castle
Phillies games
 
    Quote
"Don't look down on anyone unless you're helping them up." -Rev. Jesse Jackson 
   Subject in school 
Art
Band
Math

   Type of music 
Classical
Jazz
Brass 

   Food
Sushi
Italian
Mexican
Cheese steaks
Sausage
Hot Dogs

Favorite:

   Musical Artist
German Brass
U2
Dave Matthews Band
Billy Bauer Band
New York Philharmonic



Rants:Back Parking Lot
  By: Ali Cimorelli
   
      I hate mornings, especially in the back parking lot. Every morning, I walk into school and witness students almost die 
because someone in a vehicle thinks they’re too special to wait. I see cars stopped right in front of the entrance to the school, 
in front of the entrance of the parking lot, in front of the exit to the parking lot, and in the middle of the road. The road isn’t 
even wide enough for two cars. Students become quite endangered because there are cars driving everywhere, with no ratio-
nal sense of direction. That’s not safe. If you saw someone not yielding to your kid because they were in a rush, would you 
be angry? Are you so important that you can’t stop your morning free-for-all in the car to let a kid cross the street? I DIDN’T 
THINK SO! This is unsafe and very rude towards the students. If you enter through the back of the school, pull into the park-
ing lot and make a U-turn. You passed a driving test, so there’s a chance that you can pull a U-turn. Once you’ve made the U-
turn, there may be a slight line of cars with kids getting out and unloading. Try a little patience, since your child and the rest 
of your car pool are going to be doing the same thing in a minute. If you’re not patient, learn to be. Would you want your kid 
to be hit by a car? Obviously you wouldn’t, so think about that when you are too impatient to yield to a student who isn’t your 
own. Instead of stopping the entire flow of traffic because you’re so special, take the extra two minutes to pull into the parking 
lot so there aren’t any accidents and no one gets hit. Student safety should be your first priority in and around the LVPA park-
ing lot. Let’s all be a little more courteous to each other in the morning and we can all have a great day.

Ali’s Advice Column:
I’m a freshman this year at LVPA. Do you have any advice for me to help get me through the school year?
      Hey, Freshman!  Welcome to LVPA! We’re happy to have you here. I hope what you are about to read helps you during your 
first year at LVPA. I’ve been a freshman before, so I’ll give you a couple of tips to get you through the year. Your grades will be 
the most important part of your education. Powerschool is up and running, and all of the teachers use it. Use your login and pass-
word, which you got at the beginning of the year, and log on frequently to keep track of your grades. That way, you can make 
sure you do the best work you can. Secondly, practice your art! You have worked really hard to get into this school, so keep up 
the good work. Our school is a loving and accepting environment where every student should feel safe, so keep the drama to an 
absolute minimum. Take a problem to a teacher or guidance counselor and have it sorted out instead of making someone else 
upset. Not everyone will receive a part in every play or concert, so learn to take rejection well. You can’t win everything in life. 
Also, our school has several after school activities. Try one that isn’t in your major. Take your friends, or go solo. Either way, 
you’ll get to meet some new people and maintain the family-like atmosphere LVPA tries to cultivate. Another way to meet new 
people is to support your fellow students! Go to a performance outside of your major and make your peers feel just as good as 
you would want to feel for all of your hard work.  You are meeting many new people at LVPA, so you should expect to have 
friends that don’t live up the street from you. Try to plan big group activities so everyone can have a good time with lots of 
friends. If your parents are driving, try choosing a location with something for them to do. That way, they’re not driving all over 
the place, and they’ll be more inclined to say yes to you hanging out with your friends. In class, everyone gets lost or confused; 
don’t be afraid to ask your teacher for help. There are at least four other stu-
dents who are in the same position as you are...in every class! The teachers are 
there to teach you, so speak up! If you have the courage to ask something in 
class, carry that confidence over to your social life. Our school is different from 
all others so don’t be afraid to open up and be yourself. No one will judge you 
here. Lastly, freshman, some people think our school “isn’t real” or is “a joke,” 
but our school is competitive. You were accepted because you’re good at what 
you do. Also, our academic standards are higher than most public schools, so 
have some school pride because you have earned it!
    
This guy I really like said I was obsessed with him and told all of his 
friends. What should I do?
      This guy you really like is a waste of your time. If he is that disrespectful 
to you, you should walk away and forget all about him. We all deserve respect 
and if he won’t give it to you, I guarantee there are many other people out there 
who will. Don’t try to identify yourself by using someone else. Having a boy-
friend does not define you. If you love yourself, accept who you are, and are 
confident with your own mind, it won’t take long to find someone who respects 
you because you know what you want. Your significant other will also respect 
you because you’re a strong person and you won’t let anyone treat you poorly 
or push you around. Everyone is strong in his or her own way. It just takes a lit-
tle while to find the place from which that strength comes. Until then, nothing 
a guy says will be the end of the world, no matter how bad you think the rumor 
might be. The sun will come up tomorrow and everyday you’ll get that much 
closer to finding out who this great person is that you’re growing up to be.
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Short Story:
A Mother's Tragedy
  By: Erynn Molettieri
    My name is Rose, after my mother's favorite flower. Everyone brought me roses. On my birthday, Christ-
mas, any occasion my family held. They even brought me roses on the cold morning of October 15, 1899. 
All of New York's finest families decked out in black. It was a gray morning. It seemed the only color was 
the color of the red roses everyone was holding.
     I stood next to my father who looked as though his world has crashed around him, but he still held his 
chin high. It would be improper to cry for his loss in front of such high class. My little brother, Henry, was 
on my other side, wearing his suit of black and clasping his red rose with both hands. He gripped it until 
his knuckles turned white. I wanted to reach out and grasp him, but knew I could not. My mother would be 
disappointed of me showing such affection for Henry in a public place. I had not been held by anyone in my 
family since I was a little girl, not even when I was sick and needed to be held most.
     I looked just like my mother. I had her blue eyes and blonde hair, we shared pale skin that gave the ap-
pearance the sun had never touched our faces. I am blessed with the beauty of the Elizabeth family. I am 
only seventeen years old and soon I was to be married off into the Haze family. No, I was not in love with 
Nicholas Haze, the man I was to marry. My parents made it clear we did not marry for love, but for class. As 
a child I was to do as I was told. I think the wedding will have to be put off though. I am in no condition to 
marry anyone.
     I turn around to look at the Haze family. Oh Nicholas was handsome no doubt, even when he looked so 
broken and uncomfortable staring down at the rose in his hand. Mrs. Haze was cry and Mr. Haze seemed 
as though he would rather be anywhere else than where he was. Everyone looked hurt I noticed as I looked 
around at the mourners. I felt nothing. Nothing at all. The death was written in the papers as the biggest trag-
edy of the 1800s and a terrible way to bring in the New Year. I hope with the new year coming in just a few 
short months, my family will be able to build themselves back up. A lovely girl will have to marry Henry 
soon. He is not quite of marrying age yet. He's only fifteen. Soon though, very soon my father will have him 
looking for a pretty girl. I hope his fate ends better than mine.
     I look over at my aunt Cathy as she leads herself up to the casket, she places her rose on top. Soon every-
one places their individual roses on top of the casket. I take a look around at my family. I have disappointed 
them, but I did not shame my family. If anything I gave them even more attention and after all, that's all they 
ever wanted. So I turn my back on my family and friends and walk into the Heavens where I am to stay.
     My name is Rose after my mother's favorite flower. Everyone brought me roses. On my birthday, Christ-
mas, any occasion my family held, they even brought me roses on the cold morning of October 15, 1899, to 
lay on my casket as they said goodbye for the final time to Rose Elizabeth.
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