
a CaSe foR 
SuPPoRt

Redefining LiveS, 
the Community, 
and the WoRLd 

thRough aRt

Credit: John Sterling Ruth Photography



taBLe of ContentS

Why is this Campaign important? 1

Redefining Lives 3

Redefining the Community 5

Redefining the World 7

the Beginning 9

Congressional and State Representatives 9

Student demographics 9

What is a Charter School? 9

academic Profile 10

PSSa, Sat and aP Scores 10

making a gift 11

naming opportunities 12

Commitment form 14



t
he Lehigh valley Charter high School for the 
Performing arts (LvPa) is in its ninth year of operation
in Bethlehem Pa.  it is widely recognized as one of

Pennsylvania’s most successful charter schools.   LvPa is
one of two charter high schools for the performing arts
in Pennsylvania, the other residing outside of Pittsburgh.
LvPa is at full capacity and is challenged to serve 450
students from 12 counties (45 separate school districts)
within the state.  in nine years the enrollment has 
doubled and a new space is needed to accommodate
future enrollment of 650 young people.  

A new larger school will link arts and 
educational institutions to businesses,
entertainment, and shopping along
the 3rd and 4th Street corridor, adding
a new and vibrant pulse to this diverse
and vital community. 

LvPa has outgrown its 
current 40,000 square 
foot facility, and cannot 
increase programs or grow
enrollment.

CReating a 
neW eneRgy 
in South 
BethLehem and
the Lehigh vaLLey
the project at 3rd and Polk Streets
places a new 82,000 square foot school
within walking distance to arts and 
academic institutions in South 
Bethlehem.  
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The Campaign for Redefining Lives, the Community, and the World Through Art is a
$3,000,000 capital project that supports the creation of a new school building in
the heart of the arts district in South Bethlehem. This project is focused on the
unique needs of creative young people. 

Why iS thiS 
CamPaign imPoRtant?
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aRt iS the heaRt
a new facility will provide 19 additional 
state-of-the-art classrooms and studios, a
much needed resource library, cafeteria, and
will support 200 additional students in a 
graduated five-year expansion.  at the center
of LvPa’s new building will be a 350 seat theater.
the theater is the heart of the school and a
place where students display their talent and
artistic expression to the whole Lehigh valley 
community.  

our current facility is retro-fitted from the former Sure-fit factory on east Broad Street in Bethlehem.
this facility helped the school establish roots in the Lehigh valley and provided a stepping stone to the 
success of LvPa students.  the current facility lacks a cafeteria, an adequate theater, adequate academic
classrooms and studio space for the number of students who wish to attend. 

The Capital Campaign will provide funding for construction and
site development, as well as furnishings and equipment. With the
space to grow academic and artistic programs, LVPA will continue
to be an innovative provider of multi-disciplinary arts education in
Eastern Pennsylvania. 

the success of this project will be
realized for generations to come.
it will directly contribute to the
growth of the community, and
promote a creative synergy with
artistic and academic neighbors.
a building created to enhance
and support arts education will
bring recognition to our region,
continue the development of the
diverse and exciting community
of South Bethlehem, and prepare
LvPa graduates to be successful
in the global world of the 21st
century.

What would life be like
without Art?
When school districts are cutting arts programs to
meet budget challenges, where are our young
people going to learn art, music and culture?  art
can teach, uplift and guide students to be better
learners, thinkers and leaders.  through the arts
students learn how to collaborate, develop ideas,
understand diverse cultures, and create innovative
solutions to cultural problems.  
arts define and enhance culture and the quality of
life.  during the twenty-first century, the need for a
workforce able to imagine and create solutions to

diverse problems
will be critical for
our nation’s success.
a building 
created to serve
our most creative
and passionate
young artists 
will preserve this
precious resource
in eastern 
Pennsylvania. 
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each day 450 young artists come to LvPa to pursue an extraordinary free educational opportunity unavailable
anywhere else in eastern Pennsylvania.  LvPa offers majors in dance, instrumental music, theatre, visual art,
vocal music, and figure skating, accompanied by a rigorous academic program.  LvPa was created to serve and
nurture young people who look at life through a different lens.  for some of our students, there is no other 
option than to create art in their lives.  it is not a choice.  Without LvPa, the exceptional talents of these 
students might go underdeveloped and their potential unrealized. 

LvPa ChangeS LiveS eveRy day

For many of the students,
coming to LVPA gives them
their first experience of 
belonging and acceptance as
an artist.

the arts embrace all ethnicities, races, and 
sexual orientations and encourage acceptance
of others, humanity, and good citizenship.  LvPa
becomes their family.

StudentS feeL 
inSPiRed heRe.

LVPA gives many financially 
disadvantaged students a
chance to study their art.  
over the course of four years at LvPa, each student
will receive 2,000 hours of concentrated artistic study.
this represents as much as $60,000 in artistic 
lessons.  the arts education at LvPa helps many 
families support the dreams of their children.

“ ““Kara lives in a rural part of eastern 
Pennsylvania.  She has always dreamed 
of being a dancer. Access to arts training
is limited and family resources prohibit
her from participating in after school
training.  Her family drives her an hour
each day to LVPA because she is thrilled
to have a place to study dance.  Without
LVPA her family would be unable to 
support her dream”.

Redefining LiveS 
thRough aRt
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“ “
“

“

LVPA has literally changed the future of many students.
many LvPa students think differently, look different, and are intensely sensitive to their surroundings.  these
differences are often misunderstood in their home districts where they can be subject to bullying and ridicule.
LvPa’s environment nurtures their talent and challenges them to embrace their unique selves.  the artistic 
program allows students to flourish, thrive and achieve success in ways they never imagined.  the results 
are confident teenagers who mature appropriately, accept responsibility, learn discipline and see endless 
possibilities in their future.  

Without LvPa many of our students
would have lost interest in school
and would never have had a
chance to be themselves.

fRom deSPaiR 
to SuCCeSS
“In middle school, Miguel was not a good 
student.  He started caring about his 
education as soon as he came to LVPA
and was astonished that he improved
his grades so much that he made 
honor roll every marking period.  The
curriculum allowed him to study his 
art for a half day, and kept his academic
education personalized to his needs.
Miguel is continuing his education at
Syracuse University studying music 
performance.

“I have found a passion for learning at LVPA.  In both 
academic and art classes we have learned to take an idea
from concept to a finished product.  We think about how
art fits into the world.”
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“As a senior at LVPA, Sophia walks the halls with a smile and turns her homework in on time.  It is hard to
imagine that she faces extreme financial and personal stress every day without parents and living on her own.
She looks to LVPA, the students and faculty, as a safe haven and the only place of stability and family in her
young life. With LVPA’s help, Sophia is committed to finishing high school and entering college.”

Credit: John
Sterling Ruth
Photography



neighBoRhoodS fLouRiSh When SChooLS
Within them thRive.
LvPa’s relocation to the Southside of Bethlehem at 3rd and Polk Streets puts our students within walking distance to:
• arts Quest’s SteelStacks Center for the arts and Banana factory,
• PBS Channel 39, 
• Lehigh university Zoellner Center for the arts, 
• the Steel ice Center, 
• touchstone theatre, 
• northampton Community College’s fowler Building, 
• Broughal middle School, 
• Lehigh university School of education,
• godfrey daniels, 
• the vibrant and diverse 3rd and 4th Street business corridor.  

LvPa will immediately advance the revitalization and 
economic development of South Bethlehem, and support
the existing arts organizations that reside there.  on any
given day, parents waiting to pick up their child after  
rehearsal, to up to 350 theatre patrons, will travel to 
South Bethlehem and help the commercial success of
businesses located there.  

each year a new group of 175 students and their
families attend LvPa. once introduced to
Bethlehem, many will continue to enjoy and
patronize the city long after their child has
graduated.  families recognize that LvPa is a
unique educational opportunity that is 
otherwise unavailable in our region and rare
across the nation.  LvPa will deliver a 
continual influx of patrons from the greater
Lehigh valley region and beyond into South
Bethlehem and help improve the economic
future and quality of life for all.

Redefining the 
Community thRough aRt
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“LVPA has given me opportunities that I never imagined. I
have performed with world class musicians at world class
performance facilities.  I learn each day what it takes to be
a professional both as a musician and a person.”
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6,500 Art Patrons a Year
over 6,500 tickets are sold to individuals to attend an LvPa
performance in one year alone.  these patrons are made up
of family members, community members and arts supporters.

families are moving to
the Bethlehem area so
their child can attend
LvPa.  they have 
relocated from surrounding
Pennsylvania communities,
maryland, new Jersey,
new york and as far as
florida.  

Building Bridges to
Strengthen Community
the faculty and directors of LvPa’s artistic
programs have built bridges between 
our school and many community arts 
organizations and colleges in the Lehigh
valley.  

• the Bach Choir, 

• Repertory dance theatre, 

• Lafayette university dance department,  

• moravian College music department,  

• LvPa’s young artist ensembles entertain 
throughtout the community for non-
profit, corporate and social organizations
like the St. Luke’s night of heroes, the
greater Lehigh valley Chamber of 
Commerce, SteelStacks, musikfest, and 
assisted living communities like moravian
village.

Growing the Work Force as
the School Grows 
LvPa currently employs 47 teaching faculty,
13 support staff, 5 part-time employees 
and 5 administrators.  at full capacity of 
650 students, LvPa plans to hire:

• Six arts and academic teachers 

• one administrator 

• two support personnel 

additional individuals will be employed as
the school develops new programming to
serve student needs.
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the aRtS aRe not oRnamentaL – 
they aRe fundamentaL.

LvPa offers what other institutions do not - the development of creative intelligence.  We do this
through the three “is” - insight, intuition and imagination.  Because students see things differently
as they progress in their arts training, they express a wide range of insight far beyond their years.
intuition becomes something students learn to trust which breeds empowerment.  having the
freedom to let their imagination grow at a young age allows LvPa students to succeed above
others in their chosen professions.  the combination of art and academic instruction at LvPa 
allows students to become “balanced thinkers,” because they develop both the analytical and
creative sides of the brain.  this balance is an absolute, fundamental characteristic for a successful
career in the 21st century.  LvPa students stand out in today’s complex and challenging world.

Credit:
Stephanie imhof Photography

LVPA graduates are accepted into
colleges and universities that 
represent the best in academic
and artistic programs in the nation. 

Redefining the 
WoRLd thRough aRt

Successful Students
— Successful Adults

“ “

“Adam and Selena are both Class of 2007
graduates, members of the first class to
have attended LVPA for their entire high
school career.   Both vocal music majors,
Selena attended Dickinson College, 
transferred to Widener University, 
graduated summa cum laude in an 
accelerated program, and was accepted to
Widener University’s Law School with a
presidential scholarship.  Adam was 
accepted to the prestigious Mannes 
College of Music upon graduation, 
majoring in classical vocal performance.
Adam received The Michael Sisca – 
Mannes Opera Award given to only one
graduating student for excellence in vocal
performance.  Adam is returning to the
Mannes College of Music for his Masters
degree on a merit-based scholarship.” 
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“

“
CReativity iS a CoRe vaLue
50% of LvPa graduates study diverse majors from biology to business.
our graduates are experiencing success on stage and in the world arena.

“Alex is a classic pianist performing on the world’s most prestigious stages.  Maggie is studying to be a 
biologist.  Steven is working as an illustrator for a major advertising agency and Kimberly is graduating this
year in economics.  They are all passionate, they are all creative and they are all proud LVPA graduates”.

according to a 2010 
iBm study of 1,000 global
Ceos, the most desired
skill for leaders of the 
future is creativity.

despite entering a world that is
filled with modern challenges 
that no other generation could
have anticipated, LvPa students
emerge as young leaders.  
nurtured through their art study
and reinforced through their 
academics, they develop creative
thinking and problem solving skills
that create success.

excellent faculty set the bar 
high for achievement.  Students
learn from teachers that are 
professional performers, artists
and experts in their field.  LvPa’s
impressive master Class Program
brings world class artists into the
classroom to share their point of
view.  LvPa students learn unique
perspectives on success as a 
professional artist.

“I plan to study science in college.  LVPA’s
academic program and caring teachers
have prepared me to study any subject of
my choosing.”
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LvPa reflects the socio-economic
demographics of our region with 
students from very high to very
low economic households.  LvPa
serves artistic young people from
every community, and across all
racial and economic households. 

as a regional school LvPa families are served by 
multiple Representatives in the uS Congress.
• Representative Charles dent
• Representative Lou Barletta
• Representative tim holden
• Representative michael fitzpatrick

the following Pennsylvania State Senators and 
Representatives serve families within the geographic
region in which our students reside:
• Rep. Joe Brennan, district 133
• Rep. Steve Samuelson, district 135
• Rep. Julie harhart, district 183
• Rep. Joe emrick, district 137
• Rep. marcia hahn, district 138
• Rep. Robert freeman, district 136
• Rep. Justin Simmons, district 131
• Rep. douglas Reichley, district 134
• Rep. Jennifer mann, district 132
• Rep. gary day, district 187
• Rep. doyle heffley, district 122
• Rep. david maloney, district 130
• Rep. Paul Clymer, district 145

Who Are Our Students?
Students are enrolled based upon an artistic
audition in one of six majors; dance, figure
skating, instrumental music, theatre, visual art
and vocal music.  LvPa’s current enrollment
in 2011 is 450 students.  our students 
represent over 45 school districts from a 
12 county region in eastern Pennsylvania. 
in the current academic school year LvPa 
students represent the following counties:

northampton 193
Lehigh 156
Bucks 34
Berks 17
monroe 37
montgomery 7
Carbon 6
Lebanon 2
Schuylkill 1
Luzerne 1

the demographic makeup of our student
body reflects those of northampton and
Lehigh Counties as defined by the 2010 
national census.

LvPa northampton Lehigh  
County County

Caucasian 76% 81% 74%
african american 6% 4%    5%
hispanic 10% 10% 19%
asian/Pacific islr 1% 2% 3%
other mixed 7%

Beginning With a dReam
LvPa is based on the vision of a group of dedicated individuals from the Lehigh valley who recognized the need
for a school to serve creative young people. a Board of directors was formed in 1996 representing business, 
educational, and artistic leaders. after developing curriculum and submitting the charter application to the 
Pennsylvania department of education, LvPa received charter approval shortly after the Pennsylvania Senate
passed Bill no. 123 on June 12, 1997 allowing for the establishment of charter schools in the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania.

What iS a ChaRteR SChooL?
Charter schools were created to provide innovative curriculum and empower parents to have a greater choice in their
child’s education by custom-designing unique educational programs that increase their child’s achievement, while
meeting the specific needs of students.  Charter schools receive public funds from the sending school districts of the
children who choose to attend.  there is no fee or tuition for families.  Charter schools receive 75% of the funds Pa 
public schools collect through taxes, state, and federal funding for each student who chooses to enroll.  in Pennsylvania,
that equals approximately $3,000 less per child that a charter school receives to spend on educating a student 
compared with the sending school district.  Charter schools are ineligible to float school bonds to pay for a bricks and
mortar building and must find community resources to finance a building project.  LvPa must secure resources from
the community to make up the $3,000 lack of funding per student.
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LvPa’S aCademiC CuRRiCuLum 
– PeRSonaLiZed and LeaRning foCuSed
the LvPa academic program is designed to challenge and support 
students on all learning levels.  LvPa offers advanced Placement and
honors courses as well as educational Support Services to engage all
students in intellectual inquiry and prepare them for acceptance into 
the nation’s top colleges and universities.  

LvPa PSSa, Sat and aP SCoReS
2011 PSSa LvPa Bethlehem Sd easton ahS Parkland hS
math 57% 52% 57% 79%
Reading 83% 68% 61% 84%
Writing 94% 83% 80% 97%

Sat Scores – Class of 2011 LvPa State of Pa uSa
Critical Reading 538 490 501
math 484 500 516
Writing 513 470 492
• LvPa Sat scores higher in critical reading and writing than the state and national average.
• 66 out of 96 students scored above 500 in Sat critical reading.

aP Score Performance 3 or higher LvPa Pa uSa
art history 100% 55% 59.9%
music theory 69% 65% 58.7%
Studio art 100% 69% 71.6%
english Language & Comparison 80% 76% 61%
english Literature & Comparison 96% 69% 56.9%
uS history 50% 61% 52%

Lehigh Valley Charter High School for the 
Performing Arts Academic Profile

• the Lehigh valley Charter high School for the Performing arts
(LvPa) has a 99% graduation rate, 100% of students receiving a 
high school diploma within 6 months of graduation.

• 96.3% of LvPa graduates attend either a 2 or 4 year college or arts 
conservatory upon graduation.

• LvPa is fully accredited by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
department of education and the middle State association of Colleges
and Students. LvPa Received middle States approval in 2008.

• the Class of 2011 had 2 national merit finalists, 4 semi-finalists and
6 commended students.

• on average, LvPa’s 100 graduating seniors receive $2.5 million 
in scholarships, grants and financial aid to attend a college or 
university program.

Credit:
Stephanie imhof

Photography
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“LVPA has been the foundation for all my artistic and 
social growth.  Without LVPA, there would be no me.  I
consistently say to prospective students that if you want
your life to be changed - come to LVPA. Live your dream."

WiLL you Join uS?
your gift to LvPa will depend upon your own financial situation.  

however, we would be pleased to help you make a gift that meets both
your needs and the needs of LvPa.

giftS of CaSh
• Cash gifts may be made over a period of five years or as a 

one-time donation.

Pledge payments will be arranged to best meet your needs.

giftS of aPPReCiated SeCuRitieS oR ReaL eState
• gifts of appreciated securities or real estate may provide tax

benefits to you.  generally, the income tax deduction may be
taken for the full fair market value of the gifted property and
no capital gains tax will be due.

dePReCiated aSSetS
• Sell assets that have lost value, take loss as tax deduction, and

contribute the proceeds.

• Receive a deduction for both the loss and charitable gift.

eState, PLanned oR defeRRed giftS
• another way to make a gift to LvPa is through a bequest,

planned or deferred gift.  many of these giving opportunities
– including charitable gift annuities and charitable remainder
trusts, for example – provide income for life to you and a

loved one.  if you are interested, please
contact the development office for 
additional information.

giftS-in-Kind
• you can help us by providing materials

or services needed in the construction
of this new building or for the 
accompanying site work.

PLedgeS
• Payable over five years.

• deducted in the year payment is made.

Credit: John
Sterling Ruth
Photography
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School naming Rights    $3,000,000
main 350 Seat theatre $1,000,000
Performing Commons  $500,000
outdoor Performing Roof  $150,000
theatre Lobby  $150,000
Student Lobby                 $50,000
Commons deli         $50,000
elevator         $25,000
Student vestibule     $15,000
elevator Lobby (4)         $7,500 each
Coat Room            $5,000
School Store          $5,000

danCe dance Suite $100,000
dance Studios (4) $25,000 each Costume Storage $7,500
Changing Rooms (2) $5,000 each training Room $5,000
dancer’s Lounge $5,000 each dance office $5,000

theatRe theatre Suite $100,000
theatre Classrooms (3) $25,000 each Second Stage theatre $50,000
Scenery Shop $25,000 theatre vestibule $15,000
greenroom $10,000 dressing Rooms (2) $10,000
theatre Storage $7,500 Sound Booth $5,000
theatre office $5,000 ticket office $5,000

muSiC music Suite $200,000
ensemble Classroom $25,000 Choral Room $25,000
music Classrooms (4) $25,000 Recording Studio $25,000
instrumental Storage $5,000 isolation Room $5,000
Practice Rooms (12) $5,000 music offices (2) $5,000 each

viSuaL aRt visual art Suite $100,000
imac graphics Studio $50,000 art Classrooms (3) $25,000 each
visual art office $5,000

aCademiCS Special education Suite $25,000 Special ed Classrooms (3) $7,500 each
faculty Room $10,000 Learning Kitchen $10,000
english Classrooms (4) $7,500 each math Classrooms (3)  $7,500 each
Science Classrooms (3) $7,500 each foreign Language (3)  $7,500 each
history Classrooms (3) $7,500 each Shared Library Labs (2) $3,000 each

SuPPoRt Ceo’s office $10,000 Principal’s office $7,500
nurse / medical Rms (2) $5,000 each Board Room $5,000
Conference Room $5,000 administrative offices (13) $1,500 each
theatre Chairs (350) $500 each

NAMING OPPORTUNITIES FOR DONORS



LvPa mission Statement:
the Lehigh valley Charter high School for the Performing arts provides a rich and 

comprehensive educational program for students with talents and potential in either dance, 
instrumental music, vocal music, theatre, figure skating or visual art.  this regional model enables

each student to maximize his or her special talents.  our graduates will increase the quality 
of their lives, the lives of people who surround them, and the respective communities of the

Lehigh valley.

Credit:
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donor name

address

telephone email

LvPa CaPitaL Commitment foRm
the Lehigh vaLLey ChaRteR high SChooL foR the PeRfoRming aRtS

in consideration of the gifts of others to the LvPa Capital Campaign, Redefining Lives, the Community and
the World through art, i/we hereby commit to the Lehigh valley Charter high School for the Performing
arts, the sum of $_______________________, payable within 5 years,
Beginning ______________,20____.

the pledge will be fulfilled by: (   ) cash (  ) securities (  ) credit card

Payments will be made as follows:

one sum of $ ________________ and/or installments of $ _________________ to be made
(  ) monthly (  ) quarterly (  ) annually    (  ) other

or, please charge my gift to (  ) visa (  ) masterCard (  ) amex

Card # exp. date

ReQueSting naming oPPoRtunity Subject to Availability

Please print your name as you would like it to appear in the official record.

if this is a memorial or named gift, please indicate exactly how the name should appear (please print)

Please keep my gift anonymous. (  )

Signature date:

PLeaSe maKe aLL CheCKS PayaBLe to: 
LvPa, 675 eaSt BRoad StReet, BethLehem, Pa  18018 / 610-868-2971
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