
English 12 British Literature--Honors 

Summer Reading 2019-2020 

 

Read the following:  

 

1. Grendel, by John Gardner (novel can be purchased online, through any retail bookseller, or 

checked out from your local library.) 

2. In addition, choose a book or two (or any other literature you deem appropriate)  and read for 

pleasure. There are no constraints to this part of the project. The goal is to have you choose 

something you are interested in, and simply read it.  

 

Assignments:  

 

1. While reading Grendel, take notes and analyze the following ideas in Gardner’s text:  

❖ Investigate the epigraph. 

➢ Where is the excerpt from? Who wrote it? When?  

➢ What is the excerpt about? What is the message of the excerpt? Of the text that it is 

excerpted from? 

➢ What predictions can you make about the content of the text from the epigraph? From 

the title? 

 

❖ How does Gardner make a sympathetic character out of a typically feared beast? 

➢ In other words, how does he allow the audience to care for and sympathize with a 

monster who commits murder and whose sole purpose in life is based on vengeance?  

➢ What possible philosophical points could he be conveying to his audience through this 

characterization? 

 

❖ One of the main readings of Grendel is that it is a catalogue of philosophical thought (human 

perspective on the nature of life, death, existence, purpose, etc.) meaning that the protagonist 

starts with a perspective of life that reflects that of the earliest philosophers, and then progresses 

through new ways of thinking that correspond with historical shifts in our understanding. 

Document this as best as you can. 

➢ You do not have to be aware of philosophical ideas in order to do this (info continues) 



➢ If you have some knowledge about philosophy, or would like to research it, please feel 

free to document the philosophical ideas you recognize using terms that relate to specific 

philosophers 

➢ Otherwise, the best way to complete this task would be to ask yourself, chapter by 

chapter, what Grendel believes about life (his, that of others, etc.) and write that down. 

Not the moments where his perspective shifts 

 

❖ Other information: 

➢ All notes should either be literally within a copy of the book and/or should have specific 

page numbers associated with them. 

➢ These notes should NOT focus on summary of each chapter, but should rather be an 

analysis of plot, character, theme, literary symbolism, as well as questions you may have 

regarding the previous mentioned elements.  

➢ There is no formal structure to this assignment, but your notes should be in depth and 

help you to understand the deeper meaning within the novel. Feel free to consult with 

the rubric below should you have any questions 

➢ *NOTE:  Do not read SparkNotes in lieu of reading the novel. Do not copy any analysis 

from SparkNotes or other similar sources online. I am fully aware of the information 

written about this book on most summary analysis websites, and will give zeros for 

plagiarized work.  

 

2. Soon after school begins, you will be expected to write an essay on the novel which will require an 

in-depth understanding of its characters, plot, and themes. Please do not skimp on your notes or your 

reading of the novel, else this assignment will be very difficult to complete. This assignment will be 

worth approximately ¼ of the Q1 Grade. 

 

***** Be sure to complete the novel and your notes by the first day of school. Late assignments will not 

be accepted.  

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me by e-mail: bcox@charterarts.org  

Have an enjoyable summer, and I look forward to meeting you next school year. 

 

 

 

 



Rubric for Grendel Notes (may be weighted x2 or x3) 

Grade Notes 

 

10 points 

- Student’s notes are based on analysis rather than 

summary. 

- Student’s notes are thorough and cover the entire novel. 

- Student meets the criteria outlined in the assignment 

directions and includes analysis of plot, character, theme, 

and literary symbolism, as well as thoughtful questions 

regarding such elements.  

- Student’s notes are clear and legible. Information is their 

own, and not plagiarized from online sources. If outside 

sources are used, citations are included.  

 

 

8 points 

 

 

- Student’s notes are mostly based on analysis rather than 

summary. 

- Student’s notes are thorough and cover the majority of the 

novel. 

- Student meets the majority of the criteria outlined in the 

assignment directions and includes analysis of plot, 

character, theme, and literary symbolism. Some thoughtful 

questions are included.  

- Student’s notes are mostly clear and legible. Information is 

their own, and not plagiarized from online sources. If 

outside sources are used, citations are included. 

 

 

6 points 

 

 

- Student’s notes tend towards summary rather than 

analysis, though some analysis is present.  

- Student’s notes cover at least half of the novel. 

- Student meets few of the criteria outlined in the 

assignment directions but includes analysis of at least 2 of 

the elements discussed in the directions.  

- Student’s notes are somewhat clear and legible. 

Information is from outside sources, but is cited and put 

into student’s own words.  

 

 

 

5-1 points (sliding scale 

on professional 

judgement of teacher) 

 

 

- Student’s notes are mostly summary and little analysis, 

though an attempt at analysis is present.  

- Student’s notes cover less than half the novel. 

- Student barely meets the criteria outlined in the 

assignment directions.  

- Student’s notes are not clear and legible. Information is 

from outside sources, but rarely cited, though put into 

student’s own words. 

0 points - Student did not complete assignment. 

- Student clearly plagiarized from outside sources.  

 


