
Hello Charter Arts Families,

The health and safety of staff and students is our top priority at Charter Arts. We want to utilize all
resources available to us to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 while continuing to provide in-person
education for our students. As part of our mitigation strategy, we are partnering with our Colonial
Intermediate Unit 20 to pilot a “Test to Stay” initiative. We will be using the Pennsylvania
Department of Health Covid Testing Program and its testing portal, Concentric by Ginkgo. The start
date of this pilot program will be January 31, 2022.

Some key highlights about the program include:

● Participation is voluntary and at no cost to families; consent is required.
● Testing is done through a rapid antigen test on site at Charter Arts during school hours.
● Registration and parent/guardian consent is required for anyone under 18. Students age 18 and

older are able to consent for their own testing.
● Testing is ONLY for vaccinated and unvaccinated students who are symptomatic or

unvaccinated students who are identified as a close contact.
● Students who present with symptoms prior to coming to school, should stay home as per our

daily symptom monitoring checklist.
● Students who present with symptoms during the school day can be tested while at school and

remain at school if symptoms are mild.  The student can remain in school if they have not been
in close contact with a positive case and continue to mask, and receive a negative test result.

● Students who are unvaccinated that have had a close contact at school and have been

masked can remain at school and would not need to quarantine, if they receive a negative
test result. Testing for unvaccinated close contacts is by appointment only. To schedule an
appointment, email nurse@charterarts.org.

In order to participate, a parent/guardian must complete the consent form for this program (unless the
student is age 18+) and must use the Charter Arts school code:  EVBQTN

If you have questions about the program, please utilize this Frequently Asked Questions document
provided on the testing program website.  If you have additional questions, please contact me at
nurse@charterarts.org.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Andrea Castellano
Certified School Nurse

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Test-to-Stay.aspx
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Test-to-Stay.aspx
https://www.charterarts.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Daily-Symptom-Monitoring-822021.pdf
mailto:nurse@charterarts.org
https://testcenter.concentricbyginkgo.com/minor-consent
https://support.concentricbyginkgo.com/hc/en-us/categories/360006176192-Frequently-Asked-Questions
mailto:nurse@charterarts.org

