
English Department Optional Summer Reading
Grades 9-12 CP&H
(**Note- All AP Courses Have SEPERATE Required Summer Work)

This summer, we ask that you spend time reading books of your choice! We have put together a selection
of some of our favorites, as well as new titles for you to explore; however, you are free and encouraged to
choose any literature you feel drawn to. In the English Department's attempt to provide rich and varied
reading experiences for our students, we have listed titles mostly by contemporary authors. Some
selections are focused towards mature readers. We encourage parents to assist their children in selecting
interesting and appropriate titles. There will be NO formal assignments attached to your reading, and we
hope you enjoy your selections!

Memoirs

I Will Always Write Back

It started as an assignment.
Everyone in Caitlin's class wrote
to an unknown student
somewhere in a distant place.
Martin was lucky to even receive
a pen-pal letter. There were only
ten letters, and fifty kids in his
class. But he was the top
student, so he got the first one.
That letter was the beginning of
a correspondence that spanned
six years and changed two lives.
In this compelling dual memoir,
Caitlin and Martin recount how
they became best friends --and
better people--through their
long-distance exchange. Their
story will inspire you to look
beyond your own life and
wonder about the world at large
and your place in it.

The Glass Castle

The Glass Castle is a
remarkable memoir of resilience
and redemption, and a
revelatory look into a family at
once deeply dysfunctional and
uniquely vibrant. When sober,
Jeannette’s brilliant and
charismatic father captured his
children’s imagination, teaching
them physics, geology, and how
to embrace life fearlessly. But
when he drank, he was
dishonest and destructive. Her
mother was a free spirit who
abhorred the idea of domesticity
and didn’t want the responsibility
of raising a family. The Walls
children learned to take care of
themselves. They fed, clothed,
and protected one another, and
eventually found their way to
New York. Their parents followed
them, choosing to be homeless
even as their children prospered.
The Glass Castle is truly
astonishing—a memoir
permeated by the intense love of
a peculiar but loyal family.

Born a Crime

Trevor Noah’s unlikely path
from apartheid South Africa to
the desk of The Daily Show
began with a criminal act: his
birth. Trevor was born to a
white Swiss father and a black
Xhosa mother at a time when
such a union was punishable
by five years in prison. Living
proof of his parents’
indiscretion, Trevor was kept
mostly indoors for the earliest
years of his life, bound by the
extreme and often absurd
measures his mother took to
hide him from a government
that could, at any moment,
steal him away. Finally
liberated by the end of South
Africa’s tyrannical white rule,
Trevor and his mother set forth
on a grand adventure, living
openly and freely and
embracing the opportunities
won by a centuries-long
struggle.

https://www.amazon.com/Will-Always-Write-Back-Changed/dp/0316241318/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2BBPUEFORBZSA&keywords=i+will+always+write+back&qid=1548172007&sprefix=I+will+always%2Caps%2C213&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Glass-Castle-Memoir-Jeannette-Walls/dp/074324754X/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1548171802&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Born-Crime-Stories-African-Childhood/dp/1473635306/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1548178931&sr=8-1


I Am Malala

When the Taliban took
control of the Swat Valley in
Pakistan, one girl spoke out.
Malala Yousafzai refused to
be silenced and fought for
her right to an education.

On Tuesday, October 9,
2012, when she was fifteen,
she almost paid the ultimate
price. She was shot in the
head at point-blank range
while riding the bus home
from school, and few
expected her to survive.

Instead, Malala's
miraculous recovery has
taken her on an
extraordinary journey from a
remote valley in northern
Pakistan to the halls of the
United Nations in New York.
At sixteen, she became a
global symbol of peaceful
protest and the youngest

Educated

Born to survivalists in the
mountains of Idaho, Tara
Westover was seventeen
the first time she set foot in
a classroom. Her family was
so isolated from mainstream
society that there was no
one to ensure the children
received an education, and
no one to intervene when
one of Tara’s older brothers
became violent. When
another brother got himself
into college, Tara decided to
try a new kind of life. Her
quest for knowledge
transformed her, taking her
over oceans and across
continents, to Harvard and
to Cambridge University.
Only then would she
wonder if she’d traveled too
far, if there was still a way
home.

Tomorrow Will Be Different

Before she became the first
transgender person to
speak at a national political
convention in 2016 at the
age of 26, Sarah McBride
struggled with the decision
to come out - not just to her
family but to the students of
American University, where
she was serving as student
body president. She’d
known she was a girl from
her earliest memories, but it
wasn’t until the Facebook
post announcing her truth
went viral that she realized
just how much impact her
story could have on the
country.

4 years later, McBride was
one of the nation’s most
prominent transgender
activists, walking the halls of
the White House,
advocating inclusive
legislation, and addressing
the country in the midst of a
heated presidential election.
She also found her first love
and future husband, Andy, a
trans man and fellow
activist, who complimented
her in every way...until
cancer tragically intervened.

https://www.amazon.com/Am-Malala-Stood-Education-Taliban/dp/0316322423/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1548245633&sr=8-1&keywords=i+am+malala
https://www.amazon.com/Educated-Memoir-Tara-Westover/dp/0399590501
https://www.amazon.com/Tomorrow-Will-Be-Different-audiobook/dp/B076BTTTN1/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=tomorrow+will+be+different&qid=1603915672&s=books&sr=1-1


Wild

At twenty-two, Cheryl
Strayed thought she had
lost everything. In the wake
of her mother’s death, her
family scattered and her
own marriage was soon
destroyed. Four years later,
with nothing more to lose,
she made the most
impulsive decision of her
life. With no experience or
training, driven only by blind
will, she would hike more
than a thousand miles of the
Pacific Crest Trail from the
Mojave Desert through
California and Oregon to
Washington State—and she
would do it alone. Told with
suspense and style,
sparkling with warmth and
humor, Wild powerfully
captures the terrors and
pleasures of one young
woman forging ahead
against all odds on a
journey that maddened,
strengthened, and ultimately
healed her.

The Other Wes Moore

Two kids named Wes
Moore were born blocks
apart within a year of each
other. Both grew up
fatherless in similar
Baltimore neighborhoods
and had difficult childhoods;
both hung out on street
corners with their crews;
both ran into trouble with
the police. How, then, did
one grow up to be a Rhodes
Scholar, decorated veteran,
White House Fellow, and
business leader, while the
other ended up a convicted
murderer serving a life
sentence? Wes Moore, the
author of this fascinating
book, sets out to answer
this profound question. In
alternating narratives that
take readers from
heart-wrenching losses to
moments of surprising
redemption, The Other Wes
Moore tells the story of a
generation of boys trying to
find their way in a hostile
world.

Bad Indians: A Tribal
Memoir

This book leads readers
through a troubled past
using the author's family
circle as a touch point and
resource for discovery.
Personal and strong, these
stories present an evocative
new view of the shaping of
California and the lives of
Indians during the Mission
period in California. The
result is a work of literary art
that is wise, angry and
playful all at once.

https://www.amazon.com/Wild-Found-Pacific-Crest-Trail/dp/0307476073/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=wild&qid=1603916340&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Other-Wes-Moore-Name-Fates/dp/0385528205/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+other+wes+moore&qid=1603916427&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bad-Indians-Tribal-Deborah-Miranda/dp/1597142018/ref=sr_1_6?dchild=1&keywords=memoir+native+american&qid=1622894659&s=books&sr=1-6
https://www.amazon.com/Bad-Indians-Tribal-Deborah-Miranda/dp/1597142018/ref=sr_1_6?dchild=1&keywords=memoir+native+american&qid=1622894659&s=books&sr=1-6


Non-Fiction
Unbroken

In boyhood, Louis
Zamperini was an
incorrigible delinquent. As a
teenager, he channeled his
defiance into running,
discovering a prodigious
talent that had carried him
to the Berlin Olympics. But
when World War II began,
the athlete became an
airman, embarking on a
journey that led to a
doomed flight on a May
afternoon in 1943. When his
Army Air Forces bomber
crashed into the Pacific
Ocean, against all odds,
Zamperini survived, adrift
on a foundering life raft.
Ahead of Zamperini lay
thousands of miles of open
ocean, leaping sharks, thirst
and starvation, enemy
aircraft, and, beyond, a trial
even greater. Driven to the
limits of endurance,
Zamperini would answer
desperation with ingenuity;
suffering with hope, resolve,
and humor; brutality with
rebellion. His fate, whether
triumph or tragedy, would
be suspended on the
fraying wire of his will.

Stamped

The construct of race has
always been used to gain
and keep power, to create
dynamics that separate and
silence. This remarkable
reimagining of Dr. Ibram X.
Kendi's National Book
Award-winning Stamped
from the Beginning reveals
the history of racist ideas in
America, and inspires hope
for an antiracist future. It
takes you on a race journey
from then to now, shows
you why we feel how we
feel, and why the poison of
racism lingers. It also
proves that while racist
ideas have always been
easy to fabricate and
distribute, they can also be
discredited.

Through a gripping,
fast-paced, and energizing
narrative written by beloved
award-winner Jason
Reynolds, this book shines
a light on the many
insidious forms of racist
ideas--and on ways readers
can identify and stamp out
racist thoughts in their daily
lives.

The Central Park 5

On April 20th, 1989, two
passersby discovered the
body of the "Central Park
jogger" crumpled in a
ravine. She'd been raped
and severely beaten. Within
days five black and Latino
teenagers were
apprehended, all five
confessing to the crime. The
staggering torrent of media
coverage that ensued,
coupled with fierce public
outcry, exposed the
deep-seated race and class
divisions in New York City at
the time. The minors were
tried and convicted as
adults despite no evidence
linking them to the victim.
Over a decade later, when
DNA tests connected serial
rapist Matias Reyes to the
crime, the government, law
enforcement, social
institutions and media of
New York were exposed as
having undermined the
individuals they were
designed to protect.

https://www.amazon.com/Unbroken-World-Survival-Resilience-Redemption/dp/0812974492/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1548245559&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Stamped-Antiracism-National-Award-winning-Beginning/dp/0316453692/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=stamped&qid=1603916092&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Central-Park-Five-Untold-Infamous/dp/0307387984/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+central+park+5&qid=1603916181&s=books&sr=1-1


Boys in the Boat

Daniel James Brown's robust
book tells the story of the
University of Washington's
1936 eight-oar crew and their
epic quest for an Olympic
gold medal, a team that
transformed the sport and
grabbed the attention of
millions of Americans. The
sons of loggers, shipyard
workers, and farmers, the
boys defeated elite rivals first
from eastern and British
universities and finally the
German crew rowing for
Adolf Hitler in the Olympic
games in Berlin, 1936.

The emotional heart of the
story lies with one rower, Joe
Rantz, a teenager without
family or prospects, who rows
not for glory, but to regain his
shattered self-regard and to
find a place he can call
home. The crew is
assembled by an enigmatic
coach and mentored by a
visionary, eccentric British
boat builder, but it is their
trust in each other that makes
them a victorious team. They
remind the country of what
can be done when everyone
quite literally pulls together -
a perfect melding of
commitment, determination,
& optimism.

The 57 Bus

One teenager in a skirt. One
teenager with a lighter.One
moment that changes both
of their lives forever. If it
weren’t for the 57 bus,
Sasha and Richard never
would have met. Both were
high school students from
Oakland, California, one of
the most diverse cities in
the country, but they
inhabited different worlds.
Sasha, a white teen, lived in
the middle-class foothills
and attended a small private
school. Richard, a black
teen, lived in the
crime-plagued flatlands and
attended a large public one.
Each day, their paths
overlapped for a mere eight
minutes. But one afternoon
on the bus ride home from
school, a single reckless act
left Sasha severely burned,
and Richard charged with
two hate crimes and facing
life imprisonment. The case
garnered international
attention, thrusting both
teenagers into the spotlight.

Just Mercy

Bryan Stevenson was a
young lawyer when he
founded the Equal Justice
Initiative, a legal practice
dedicated to defending
those most desperate and
in need: the poor, the
wrongly condemned, and
women and children
trapped in the farthest
reaches of our criminal
justice system. One of his
first cases was that of
Walter McMillian, a young
man who was sentenced to
die for a notorious murder
he insisted he didn’t
commit. The case drew
Bryan into a tangle of
conspiracy, political
machination, & legal
brinksmanship—and
transformed his
understanding of mercy and
justice forever.

Just Mercy is at once an
unforgettable account of an
idealistic, gifted young
lawyer’s coming of age, a
moving window into the
lives of those he has
defended, & an inspiring
argument for compassion in
the pursuit of true justice.

https://www.amazon.com/Boys-Boat-Americans-Berlin-Olympics/dp/159413779X/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1603916038&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/57-Bus-Story-Teenagers-Changed/dp/1250229138/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1548250477&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=just+mercy&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss_1


Graphic Memoirs
Hey Kiddo

In kindergarten, Jarrett
Krosoczka's teacher asks him
to draw his family, with a
mommy and a daddy. But
Jarrett's family is much more
complicated than that. His
mom is an addict, in and out of
rehab, and in and out of
Jarrett's life. His father is a
mystery -- Jarrett doesn't know
where to find him, or even what
his name is. Jarrett lives with
his grandparents -- two very
loud, very loving, very
opinionated people who had
thought they were through with
raising children until Jarrett
came along.

Jarrett goes through his
childhood trying to make his
non-normal life as normal as
possible, finding a way to
express himself through
drawing even as so little is
being said to him about what's
going on. Only as a teenager
can Jarrett begin to piece
together the truth of his family,
reckoning with his mother and
tracking down his father.

Hey, Kiddo is a profoundly
important memoir about
growing up in a family
grappling with addiction, and
finding the art that helps you
survive.

Persepolis

Wise, funny, and
heartbreaking, Persepolis is
Marjane Satrapi’s graphic
memoir of growing up in
Iran during the Islamic
Revolution.

In powerful black-and-white
comic strip images, Satrapi
tells the story of her life in
Tehran from ages six to
fourteen, years that saw the
overthrow of the Shah’s
regime, the triumph of the
Islamic Revolution, and the
devastating effects of war
with Iraq. The intelligent and
outspoken only child of
committed Marxists and the
great-granddaughter of one
of Iran’s last emperors,
Marjane bears witness to a
childhood uniquely entwined
with the history of her
country.

March (Trilogy)

Before he became a respected
Congressman, John Lewis was
clubbed, gassed, arrested over
40 times, and nearly killed by
angry mobs and state police,
all while nonviolently protesting
racial discrimination. He
marched side-by-side with
Martin Luther King as the
youngest leader of the Civil
Rights Movement that would
change a nation forever.

Now, experience John Lewis'
incredible story first-hand,
brought to life in a stunning
graphic novel trilogy. With
co-writer Andrew Aydin and
Eisner Award-winning artist
Nate Powell, John Lewis'
MARCH tells the story of how a
poor sharecropper's son
helped transform America,
from a segregated
schoolhouse to the 1963
March on Washington and
beyond.

https://www.amazon.com/Kiddo-National-Book-Award-Finalist/dp/0545902487/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=hey+kiddo&qid=1603915402&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Persepolis-Childhood-Pantheon-Graphic-Library/dp/037571457X/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1548179607&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/March-Trilogy-Slipcase-John-Lewis/dp/1603093958/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1LYERKK5KHRXC&dchild=1&keywords=march+trilogy&qid=1622642704&sprefix=march+tril%2Caps%2C169&sr=8-1


Trickster

Meet the Trickster, a crafty
creature or being who
disrupts the order of things,
often humiliating others and
sometimes himself in the
process. Whether a coyote or
rabbit, raccoon or raven,
Tricksters use cunning to get
food, steal precious
possessions, or simply cause
mischief.

In Trickster, the first graphic
anthology of Native American
trickster tales, more than
twenty Native American tales
are cleverly adapted into
comic form. An inspired
collaboration between Native
writers and accomplished
artists, these tales bring the
Trickster back into popular
culture in vivid form. From an
ego-driven social misstep in
"Coyote and the Pebbles" to
the hijinks of "How Wildcat
Caught a Turkey" and the
hilarity of "Rabbit's Choctaw
Tail Tale," Trickster bring
together Native American
folklore and the world of
graphic novels for the first
time.

Honor Girl

Maggie Thrash has spent
basically every summer of her
fifteen-year-old life at the
one-hundred-year-old Camp
Bellflower for Girls, set deep in
the heart of Appalachia. She’s
from Atlanta, she’s never
kissed a guy, she’s into
Backstreet Boys in a really
deep way, and her long
summer days are full of a
pleasant, peaceful nothing . . .
until one confounding moment.
A split-second of innocent
physical contact pulls Maggie
into a gut-twisting love for an
older, wiser, and most
surprising of all (at least to
Maggie), female counselor
named Erin. But Camp
Bellflower is an impossible
place for a girl to fall in love
with another girl, and Maggie’s
savant-like proficiency at the
camp’s rifle range is the only
thing keeping her heart from
exploding. When it seems as if
Erin maybe feels the same way
about Maggie, it’s too much for
both Maggie and Camp
Bellflower to handle, let alone
to understand.

Fun Home: A Family
Tragicomic

Distant and exacting, Bruce
Bechdel was an English
teacher and director of the
town funeral home, which
Alison and her family referred
to as the Fun Home. It was not
until college that Alison, who
had recently come out as a
lesbian, discovered that her
father was also gay. A few
weeks after this revelation, he
was dead, leaving a legacy of
mystery for his daughter to
resolve.

https://www.amazon.com/Trickster-Native-American-Graphic-Collection/dp/1555917240
https://www.amazon.com/Honor-Girl-Graphic-Maggie-Thrash/dp/0763687553/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=honor+girl&qid=1622894088&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Fun-Home-Tragicomic-Alison-Bechdel/dp/0618871713/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2VJ10OYS0SDL1&dchild=1&keywords=fun+home+a+family+tragicomic%2C+alison+bechdel&qid=1622894308&sprefix=fun+home+a+family+tr%2Caps%2C211&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Fun-Home-Tragicomic-Alison-Bechdel/dp/0618871713/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2VJ10OYS0SDL1&dchild=1&keywords=fun+home+a+family+tragicomic%2C+alison+bechdel&qid=1622894308&sprefix=fun+home+a+family+tr%2Caps%2C211&sr=8-1


Fiction

The Nickel Boys

Elwood Curtis has taken the
words of Dr Martin Luther King
to heart: he is as good as
anyone. Abandoned by his
parents, brought up by his
loving, strict and clear-sighted
grandmother, Elwood is about
to enroll in the local black
college. But given the time and
the place, one innocent
mistake is enough to destroy
his future, and so Elwood
arrives at The Nickel Academy,
which claims to provide
'physical, intellectual and moral
training' which will equip its
inmates to become 'honorable
and honest men'.

In reality, the Nickel Academy
is a chamber of horrors, where
physical, emotional and sexual
abuse is rife, where corrupt
officials and tradesmen do a
brisk trade in supplies intended
for the school, and where any
boy who resists is likely to
disappear 'out back'. Stunned
to find himself in this vicious
environment, Elwood tries to
hold on to Dr King's ringing

assertion, 'Throw us in jail, and
we will still love you.' But
Elwood's fellow inmate and
new friend Turner thinks
Elwood is naive and worse; the
world is crooked, and the only
way to survive is to emulate
the cruelty and cynicism of
their oppressors.

The tension between Elwood's
idealism and Turner's
skepticism leads to a decision
which will have decades-long
repercussions.

The Underground Railroad

Cora is a slave on a cotton
plantation in Georgia. Life is
hell for all the slaves, but
especially bad for Cora; an
outcast even among her fellow
Africans, she is coming into
womanhood—where even
greater pain awaits. When
Caesar, a recent arrival from
Virginia, tells her about the
Underground Railroad, they
decide to take a terrifying risk
and escape. Matters do not go

as planned—Cora kills a young
white boy who tries to capture
her. Though they manage to
find a station and head north,
they are being hunted.

In Whitehead’s ingenious
conception, the Underground
Railroad is no mere
metaphor—engineers and
conductors operate a secret
network of tracks and tunnels
beneath the Southern soil.
Cora and Caesar’s first stop is
South Carolina, in a city that
initially seems like a haven. But
the city’s placid surface masks
an insidious scheme designed
for its black denizens. And
even worse: Ridgeway, the
relentless slave catcher, is
close on their heels. Forced to
flee again, Cora embarks on a
harrowing flight, state by state,
seeking true freedom.

https://www.amazon.com/Nickel-Boys-Novel-Colson-Whitehead/dp/0345804341/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1YN3RQEQ8W3MK&dchild=1&keywords=the+nickel+boys&qid=1622642894&sprefix=the+nick%2Caps%2C172&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Underground-Railroad-Novel-Colson-Whitehead/dp/0345804325/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1YN3RQEQ8W3MK&dchild=1&keywords=the+nickel+boys&qid=1622642945&sprefix=the+nick%2Caps%2C172&sr=8-2


The Graveyard Book

Nobody Owens, known to his
friends as Bod, is a perfectly
normal boy. Well, he would
be perfectly normal if he
didn't live in a graveyard,
being raised and educated by
ghosts, with a solitary
guardian who belongs to
neither the world of the living
nor the world of the dead.

There are dangers and
adventures for Bod in the
graveyard: the strange and
terrible menace of the Sleer;
a gravestone entrance to a
desert that leads to the city of
ghouls; friendship with a
witch, and so much more.

But it is in the land of the
living that real danger lurksfor
it is there that the man Jack
lives and he has already
killed Bod's family.

Little Fires Everywhere

From the bestselling author
of Everything I Never Told
You, a riveting novel that
traces the intertwined fates of
the picture-perfect
Richardson family and the
enigmatic mother and
daughter who upend their
lives.

In Shaker Heights, a placid,
progressive suburb of
Cleveland, everything is
planned--from the layout of
the winding roads, to the
colors of the houses, to the
successful lives its residents
will go on to lead. And no one
embodies this spirit more
than Elena Richardson,
whose guiding principle is
playing by the rules.

Enter Mia Warren--an
enigmatic artist and single
mother--who arrives in this
idyllic bubble with her
teenage daughter Pearl, and
rents a house from the

Richardsons. Soon Mia and
Pearl become more than
tenants: all four Richardson
children are drawn to the
mother-daughter pair. But
Mia carries with her a
mysterious past and a
disregard for the status quo
that threatens to upend this
carefully ordered community.

When old family friends of the
Richardsons attempt to adopt
a Chinese-American baby, a
custody battle erupts that
dramatically divides the
town--and puts Mia and
Elena on opposing sides.
Suspicious of Mia and her
motives, Elena is determined
to uncover the secrets in
Mia's past. But her obsession
will come at unexpected and
devastating costs.

Little Fires Everywhere
explores the weight of
secrets, the nature of art and
identity, and the ferocious pull
of motherhood--and the
danger of believing that
following the rules can avert
disaster.

https://www.amazon.com/Graveyard-Book-Neil-Gaiman/dp/0060530928/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Fires-Everywhere-Celeste-Ng/dp/0735224293


The Handmaid’s Tale

Offred is a Handmaid in the
Republic of Gilead. She may
leave the home of the
Commander and his wife once
a day to walk to food markets
whose signs are now pictures
instead of words because
women are no longer allowed
to read. She must lie on her
back once a month and pray
that the Commander makes
her pregnant, because in an
age of declining births, Offred
and the other Handmaids are
valued only if their ovaries are
viable. Offred can remember
the years before, when she
lived and made love with her
husband, Luke; when she
played with and protected her
daughter; when she had a job,
money of her own, and access
to knowledge. But all of that is
gone now . . .

Funny, unexpected, horrifying,
and altogether convincing, The
Handmaid's Tale is at once
scathing satire, dire warning,
and tour de force.

The Kite Runner

The unforgettable,
heartbreaking story of the
unlikely friendship between a
wealthy boy and the son of his
father’s servant, The Kite
Runner is a beautifully crafted
novel set in a country that is in
the process of being
destroyed. It is about the
power of reading, the price of
betrayal, and the possibility of
redemption; and an exploration
of the power of fathers over
sons—their love, their
sacrifices, their lies.

A sweeping story of family,
love, and friendship told
against the devastating
backdrop of the history of
Afghanistan over the last thirty
years, The Kite Runner is an
unusual and powerful novel
that has become a beloved,
one-of-a-kind classic.

Dear Martin

Justyce McAllister is top of his
class and set for the Ivy
League—but none of that
matters to the police officer
who just put him in handcuffs.
And despite leaving his rough
neighborhood behind, he can't
escape the scorn of his former
peers or the ridicule of his new
classmates. Justyce looks to
the teachings of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. for answers.
But do they hold up anymore?
He starts a journal to Dr. King
to find out.

Then comes the day Justyce
goes driving with his best
friend, Manny, windows rolled
down, music turned up—way
up, sparking the fury of a white
off-duty cop beside them.
Words fly. Shots are fired.
Justyce and Manny are caught
in the crosshairs. In the media
fallout, it's Justyce who is
under attack.

The Ones We are Meant to
Find
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Cee has been trapped on an
abandoned island for three
years without any recollection
of how she arrived, or
memories from her life prior.
All she knows is that
somewhere out there,
beyond the horizon, she has
a sister named Kay, and it’s
up to Cee to cross the ocean
and find her.

In a world apart, 16-year-old
STEM prodigy Kasey
Mizuhara lives in an eco-city
built for people who protected
the planet―and now need
protecting from it. With
natural disasters on the rise
due to climate change,
eco-cities provide clean air,
water, and shelter. Their
residents, in exchange, must
spend at least a third of their
time in stasis pods,
conducting business virtually
whenever possible to reduce
their environmental footprint.
While Kasey, an introvert and
loner, doesn’t mind the
lifestyle, her sister Celia
hated it. Popular and lovable,

Celia much preferred the
outside world. But no one
could have predicted that
Celia would take a boat out to
sea, never to return.

Now it’s been three months
since Celia’s disappearance,
and Kasey has given up
hope. Logic says that her
sister must be dead. But
nevertheless, she decides to
retrace Celia’s last steps.
Where they’ll lead her, she
does not know. Her sister
was full of secrets. But Kasey
has a secret of her own.

The Sun is Also a Star

Natasha: I’m a girl who
believes in science and facts.
Not fate. Not destiny. Or
dreams that will never come
true. I’m definitely not the kind
of girl who meets a cute boy on
a crowded New York City
street and falls in love with him.
Not when my family is twelve
hours away from being
deported to Jamaica. Falling in
love with him won’t be my
story.

Daniel: I’ve always been the
good son, the good student,
living up to my parents’ high
expectations. Never the poet.
Or the dreamer. But when I see
her, I forget about all that.
Something about Natasha
makes me think that fate has
something much more
extraordinary in store—for both
of us.

The Universe: Every moment
in our lives has brought us to
this single moment. A million
futures lie before us. Which
one will come true?

We Were Liars

#A beautiful and distinguished
family.
A private island.
A brilliant, damaged girl; a
passionate, political boy.
A group of four friends—the
Liars—whose friendship turns
destructive.
A revolution. An accident. A
secret.
Lies upon lies.
True love.
The truth.
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The Poet X

Xiomara Batista feels unheard
and unable to hide in her
Harlem neighborhood. Ever
since her body grew into
curves, she has learned to let
her fists and her fierceness do
the talking.

But Xiomara has plenty she
wants to say, and she pours all
her frustration and passion
onto the pages of a leather
notebook, reciting the words to
herself like prayers—especially
after she catches feelings for a
boy in her bio class named
Aman, who her family can
never know about.

With Mami’s determination to
force her daughter to obey the
laws of the church, Xiomara
understands that her thoughts
are best kept to herself. So
when she is invited to join her
school’s slam poetry club, she
doesn’t know how she could
ever attend without her mami
finding out. But she still can’t
stop thinking about performing
her poems.

Because in the face of a world
that may not want to hear her,
Xiomara refuses to be silent.

The Book Thief

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The
country is holding its breath.
Death has never been busier,
and will be busier still.

By her brother's graveside,
Liesel's life is changed when
she picks up a single object,
partially hidden in the snow. It
is The Gravedigger's
Handbook, left behind there by
accident, and it is her first act
of book thievery. So begins a
love affair with books and
words, as Liesel, with the help
of her accordion-playing foster
father, learns to read. Soon
she is stealing books from Nazi
book-burnings, the mayor's
wife's library, wherever there
are books to be found.

But these are dangerous times.
When Liesel's foster family
hides a Jew in their basement,
Liesel's world is both opened
up, and closed down.

In superbly crafted writing that
burns with intensity,
award-winning author Markus
Zusak has given us one of the
most enduring stories of our
time.

Children of Blood and Bone

Zélie Adebola remembers
when the soil of Orïsha
hummed with magic. Burners
ignited flames, Tiders
beckoned waves, and Zélie’s
Reaper mother summoned
forth souls.

But everything changed the
night magic disappeared.
Under the orders of a ruthless
king, maji were killed, leaving
Zélie without a mother and her
people without hope.

Now Zélie has one chance to
bring back magic and strike
against the monarchy. With the
help of a rogue princess, Zélie
must outwit and outrun the
crown prince, who is hell-bent
on eradicating magic for good.

Danger lurks in Orïsha, where
snow leoponaires prowl and
vengeful spirits wait in the
waters. Yet the greatest danger
may be Zélie herself as she
struggles to control her powers
and her growing feelings for an
enemy.
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